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PROGRAMME 
Time Subject Speakers 
8.30 Registration & coffee  

9.00 Introduction by Joint Chairman Jonathan Schwarz, Barrister, Temple Tax Chambers 
Chairman, CIOT European Branch 
Joy Svasti-Salee, Ernst & Young,  
Chairman, IFA, British Branch  
 

9.05  International Tax Disputes - Settle or litigate in 
the light of transfer pricing and other recent 
case law experience. 

Dhiren Shah, GlaxoSmithKline 
Bob Cole, Alston & Bird LLP 
A Senior HMRC Speaker   
Murray Clayson, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 
Jonathan Peacock QC, Barrister, Lincoln's Inn 

10.35 Coffee/tea  

11.00 International tax policy in a period of economic 
turmoil. 
-  The impact of potential US tax reform under 
the Obama administration; 
-  The effect of future tax policy on multinational 
operations in the UK and Europe.  

Ken Bransom, Deloitte 
Ted Keen, Ernst & Young 
Jon Sherman, HM Treasury 
Professor Pascal Hinny, Lenz and Staehelin, Zurich 
Steve Edge, Slaughter and May 
 

12.30 Keynote Speech 
International Tax Policy under a Conservative 
Government. 
 

David Gauke MP, Conservative Front Bench Spokesman 
on Treasury affairs.  

13.00 Lunch  

14.15 Strategies for multinational groups in the 
current economic climate 
 - Supply chain planning in the current 
environment. 
 - How best to approach current perceptions of 
tax avoidance in politics and the media. 

Jim Marshall, Cadbury Schweppes 
Brian Chapman, Unilever 
Mike Sufrin, Rolls-Royce 
 
 
 

15.45 Tea/coffee  

16.15 The limits to tax planning in the current 
economic, social and political environment 
- Obtaining relief for cross border losses; 
- Contrasting approaches to interest 
deductability in the US and Europe; 
- A final perspective on the worldwide debt cap; 
- The impact of  '' codes of practice '' on tax 
planning. 
 

David Nickson, KPMG 
Jonathan Leigh Pemberton, HMRC 
Ed Gonzalez and Victor Hollender, Skadden, New York 
Professor Judith Freedman, Oxford University 

17.45 Cocktail reception  
 



SPEAKERS 
 
 
Dhiren Shah  is Vice President in the Global Tax Function at  GlaxoSmithKline Plc. He has  gained 
extensive experience of  International Corporate Tax systems in the UK and overseas  jurisdictions 
over the last 25 years. Dhiren is a member of the CBI, IFA UK and 100 Group Tax Committees and 
has been involved in working with the UK and other Governments  on proposals for the changes to 
the tax systems designed  to improve international competitiveness. 
 
Bob Cole is founding chair of Alston & Birds' International Tax Group. He concentrates his practice 
on transfer pricing, tax treaties and other international tax issues for U.S. business operations abroad, 
foreign business operations in the United States and for U.S. investments of wealthy families.  Bob 
assists multinationals in a variety of contexts, including the development and contractual 
implementation of worldwide transfer pricing systems, advising on transfer pricing issues in 
connection with mergers and acquisitions and spin-offs, advising on and implementing cost sharing 
arrangements, advising on the self-compliance and documentation process needed to avoid transfer 
pricing penalties in the United States and other countries, counseling with respect to U.S. and foreign 
tax audits, representation in domestic dispute resolution proceedings, representation in Competent 
Authority proceedings under tax treaties, representation in securing advance pricing agreements 
(APAs), and lobbying on regulations.  
 
Murray Clayson is a Partner in Freshfields’ tax practice group and is based in London.  He 
specialises in international tax, finance and capital markets taxation, corporate structuring, transfer 
pricing, banking and securities tax, asset and project finance, derivatives and financial products, 
particularly cross-border. Murray is listed in Chambers Europe, Chambers UK, The Legal 500 UK, 
Who’s Who Legal, PLC Which Lawyer? Yearbook, Tax Directors Handbook, Legal Experts and 
International Tax Review’s World Tax.  He is a fellow of the Chartered Institute of Taxation, past-
Chairman of the British branch of the International Fiscal Association (IFA) and a member of the CBI’s 
International Direct Taxes Sub-Committee. Murray is a graduate of Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge.  He joined the firm in 1983 and has been a Partner since 1993. 
 
Jonathan Peacock QC, is a Barrister, practising at Lincoln's Inn. He has specialised in revenue law 
since 1988 and became a Queen's Counsel in 2001. Jonathan regularly advises financial institutions, 
multi-nationals and high net worth individuals on capital market, corporate finance, leasing and 
structured finance, venture capital, media financing and employee remuneration matters, both direct 
and indirect tax. He frequently appears in courts and tribunals in the UK and Europe on tax matters 
and has acted both for and against the UK Government in tax avoidance matters.  
 
Ken Bransom  is a US Corporate Tax Partner based in the London office of Deloitte. With over 20 
years experience in the international tax area, Ken has served some of the largest multinational 
corporations based in the US and Europe.  He specialises in cross-border mergers and acquisitions 
as well as the development and implementation of structured financial instruments.  Ken has broad 
experience working with both financial and strategic investors making investments into and out of the 
US.  He has worked with UK and US based life sciences groups in connection with acquisitions, 
diposals and post-merger integration. Prior to joining Deloitte Ken was a partner with another of the 
Big Four firms leading a team of US international tax specialists based in cities throughout Europe 
and as the lead international tax partner in the firm’s Washington DC office.  
 
Ted Keen is a Partner in Ernst & Young UK’s Transfer Pricing and Tax Effective Supply Chain 
Management Team. Ted leads the economics side of the transfer pricing practice in the UK.  Prior to 
joining Ernst & Young, Ted was a partner in another Big 4 transfer pricing practice and was then head 
of EMEA transfer pricing for an economics consulting firm.  He focuses on applying economics, 
finance and statistics to transfer pricing issues including: global transfer pricing design and 
compliance; intellectual property analysis, including valuation and planning involving intra-group 
licensing and cost sharing cost allocation; recharging for intra-group services including HQ services, 
contract R&D, and shared service centres; and tax effective supply chain management and business 
reorganisation design. His extensive industry-wide experience spans all aspects of transfer pricing 
consultancy with some 15 years experience of advising multinationals in numerous sectors. including: 
pharmaceutical, healthcare & life sciences; high tech electronic products & components; 
telecommunications services and equipment; specialty and bulk chemicals; mining and metals; oil, 
gas and energy; automotive & automotive components; food and beverage; and consulting services.   
 
 
 



Jon Sherman is Head of Corporate Tax, HM Treasury.  
 
Professor Pascal Hinny is a Partner of Lenz & Staehelin. He is a leading specialist in the field of 
national and international tax planning for multinational groups of companies (M&A, restructurings, 
recapitalization, financing, relocation, private equity) in Switzerland. Pascal advises regularly on 
international and domestic transactions including public tender offers and private equity-buy-outs. He 
is a member of the Fribourg Faculty of Law where he teaches Swiss and international taxation. He 
serves as a member of the Tax Chapter of the Swiss Fiduciary Chamber, of the direct tax group of 
Confédération Fiscal Européenne (CFE), Brussels. 
 
Steve Edge is a Corporate Tax Partner at Slaughter and May. He has an extensive tax consultancy 
practice which includes advising on business and transaction structuring, dealing with in-depth tax 
investigations and tax litigation and doing a large amount of work in the transfer pricing/thin 
capitalisation area.  
 
David Gauke MP is Conservative Front Bench Spokesman on Treasury affairs. 
 
Jim Marshall is Group TA Director of Cadbury Plc where he is also trustee of the Cadbury Pension 
Fund. Prior to joining Cadbury, he was with Diagio where he held a number of senior positions 
including SVP Taxes for Diagio in North America.   
 
Brian Chapman is Head of Tax at Unilever Plc responsible, as part of the Tax Leadership Team for 
global tax strategy, planning, compliance and risk management. He has worked at Unilever since 
1999 and been involved in a variety of M & A and business restructurings, including significant 
transfer pricing issues. Prior to this he spent nine years at Ernst & Young advising a range of clients, 
including a two year secondment to HMRC working as part of the Tax Law Rewrite team. Brian is a 
member of the CBI's Tax Committee, a Chartered Tax Adviser and a Chartered Certified Accountant. 
 
Mike Sufrin has been Director of Tax at Rolls-Royce plc for over 17 years where he heads up a team 
of 25 tax professionals in six locations.  In this role Mike is responsible for the Group’s tax affairs 
world-wide.  This includes operations in the UK, the US, Canada, Germany and Scandinavia.  He also 
looks after Rolls-Royce's tax interests in various joint ventures.  Mike is a past chairman of the 
Midlands Corporate Tax Group, a member of the LBS and Business Tax forums, the EU joint transfer 
pricing forum, the CBI tax committee and the ICAEW international tax committee.  He has lectured 
extensively on various topics including Transfer Pricing, Mergers and Acquisitions, R&D, 
Benchmarking the Tax Department and Tax Risk.  Prior to joining Rolls-Royce, he held similar posts 
with other UK multi-nationals and was a partner in the Birmingham office of Arthur Young for five 
years. 
 
David Nickson is a Partner at KPMG LLP in London, and Head of Tax for the firm's Information, 
Communications, and Entertainment practice .  He has a particular focus on intellectual 
property planning but is experienced in all areas of international tax structuring, and leads KPMG’s 
relationship for several large multinationals. 
 
Jonathan Leigh Pemberton is Deputy Director Business International at HMRC. He has been 
extensively involved in the reform of Foreign Profits.  
 
Ed Gonzalez is a Partner at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in New York. He handles 
the tax aspects of a variety of transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, U.S. and non-U.S. 
financial instruments, leveraged buyouts, private equity investments, cross-border financial 
transactions, debt restructurings, asset-based financings, derivatives and tax controversies. Ed has 
advised investment banks, corporations and investment partnerships in the structuring of various 
acquisitions, financings and refinancings. He also has represented Australian, Japanese, Latin 
American and European corporations in structuring their investments in the United States, and non-
U.S. issuers in raising capital in the United States. Ed was included in Chambers Global: The World's 
Leading Lawyers for Business 2009.  
 
Victor Hollender is a Partner at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in New York. He advises 
on a wide range of domestic and international tax matters, including mergers and acquisitions, 
divestitures, cross-border financings, spin-offs, initial public offerings, taxation of sovereign entities, 
and public and private infrastructure transactions. Victor has extensive experience advising on and 
structuring a wide variety of financial products, hybrid capital and derivatives transactions, as well as 
transactions involving the formation and operation of partnerships and joint ventures. He was selected 
for inclusion in Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business 2009. 



 
Professor Judith Freedman is KPMG Professor of Taxation Law at the Oxford University Faculty of 
Law and Director of Legal Research at the Oxford University Centre for Business Taxation.  
Previously she was a solicitor in the corporate tax department at Freshfields, following which she 
lectured in the Law Department at the LSE for many years. Judith is a member of HMRC’s Panel of 
International Academic Tax Expertise on Business and is on the Tax Law Review Committee of the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS). She is joint editor of the British Tax Review and is a member of the 
editorial boards of several other journals and has published widely on tax and corporate law issues. 
Recent publications include "Corporate Tax Risk and Tax Avoidance: New Approaches" [2009] BTR 
74 (with Geoffrey Loomer and John Vella); “Small Business Taxation” in  Dimensions of Tax Design: 
The Mirrlees Review (2009) (forthcoming: OUP for IFS) (with Claire Crawford) and "A GANTIP. Was it 
really such a bad idea? ". The Tax Journal (Monday, 13 April, 2009). 
 
 

 


